Successful off-pump pericardiectomy and coronary artery bypass in liver cirrhosis.
Cardiopulmonary bypass can be detrimental to patients with hepatic cirrhosis. Pericardiectomy performed on the beating heart is an effective treatment for pericardial constriction. Off-pump coronary artery bypass grafting is becoming firmly established as a surgical option for myocardial ischemia associated with multivessel disease. A single-stage operation combining both procedures without utilizing cardiopulmonary bypass has not been reported. This provided excellent surgical outcome for a patient with the dual pathology and coexisting liver cirrhosis. The off-pump approach should be considered in such a high-risk scenario.